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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Incorporating Public Input into PCORI’s National Priorities for Research and Research Agenda 

How did PCORI receive public comments on its National Priorities and Research Agenda? 
PCORI’s draft National Priorities for Research and Research Agenda, the initial roadmap for the 
research PCORI will support, were published for a 53-day public comment period from January 23-
March 15, 2012. PCORI received comments through its website (www.pcori.org), by e-mail and 
postal mail. PCORI also hosted a forum, its first National Patient and Stakeholder Dialogue, on 
February 27, to obtain further input. PCORI received a total of 474 comments during the comment 
period, 301 through the website, 116 by email or mail, and 57 through the Dialogue event. 

Are all of the comments available for those who want to read them? 
Yes. All comments received through the PCORI website, e-mail and postal mail are posted for public 
view on the website. In addition, an archived video of the Dialogue event is posted. 

How were the comments analyzed? 
All comments were carefully reviewed using a thorough and systematic process to identify themes 
for potential revision. PCORI electronically analyzed comments using a sophisticated content 
analysis tool to identify recurring themes. Additionally, each comment was read by three individuals 
to verify and reach consensus on the comment’s themes.  After aggregating more than 200 distinct 
themes, 53 recurring themes were noted. Some themes were closely related, and 15 major, aggregated 
themes were identified.   

What were the criteria for evaluating recommendations for revising the Priorities and Agenda? 
PCORI’s systematic review process considered all recommendations for revising the Priorities and 
Agenda that were compatible with the Institute’s authorizing legislation. Preference was given to 
those recommendations that are consistent with PCORI’s mission and recommendations that are 
shared by multiple commenters.  

How did PCORI respond to the comments received? 
PCORI’s Program Development Committee carefully reviewed all 15 themes identified in the 
analysis of the comments and indicated in which cases it believed revisions were warranted; all 
recommended revisions were to the Research Agenda. The committee then drafted revision 
language for consideration by the full Board of Governors. The Board discussed, voted on and 
adopted the recommendations in a public teleconference/webinar on April 25 and directed PCORI 
staff to make the changes in the complete document for the Board to consider for adoption at its 
next public meeting in Denver May 21.   

http://www.pcori.org/
http://www.pcori.org/provide-input/priorities-agenda/public-comments/
http://www.pcori.org/provide-input/priorities-agenda/dialogue-video/
http://www.pcori.org/assets/Public-Comment-and-Revision-Process-FINAL.pdf
http://www.pcori.org/assets/Public-Comment-and-Revision-Process-FINAL.pdf
http://www.pcori.org/assets/Major-Comment-Themes-and-PCORI-Response.pdf
http://www.pcori.org/meetings-events/event/special-board-of-governors-teleconferencewebinar/
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Why were revisions made only to the Research Agenda and not the National Priorities?  
The comments received focused overwhelmingly on recommendations about PCORI’s Research 
Agenda. The comments received did not identify major gaps in the Priorities and there were no 
suggestions for additional Priorities. As the Research Agenda provides specificity for the broad 
National Priorities, PCORI believes this is the most appropriate area in which to incorporate the 
stakeholder recommendations received. PCORI will revise the Priorities and Agenda in the future as 
needed based on continued stakeholder input and the nation’s evolving health research needs. 
 
The most frequent recommendation PCORI received was to identify or prioritize specific 
conditions in its Priorities and Agenda. How did PCORI respond to this feedback?  
PCORI’s first Research Agenda is intentionally broad and does not restrict PCORI’s interests to a 
defined set of target diseases or conditions.  PCORI welcomes proposals related to any clinical 
condition or illness and expects to have an initial portfolio that is diverse with respect to the 
conditions and diseases studied.  The specificity in the Research Agenda relates to a specific focus 
on addressing patient questions and priorities, on patient-reported outcomes, on questions that 
have a high likelihood of changing practice and improving outcomes, and on studies that consider 
differences in treatment effectiveness in different patient groups. Some research questions of 
interest may include patients with a variety of conditions.  For example, a theme that emerged from 
the public comments was to focus on care coordination. This issue impacts patients with a variety of 
conditions. As a learning organization, we will update and revise the Priorities and Agenda to 
address patients’ evolving needs. Through forums, advisory groups and other outreach initiatives, 
PCORI’s engagement team will identify with patients and other stakeholders specific areas of 
needed research, where targeted funding announcements can be issued later this year. 
 
When will PCORI publish the approved Priorities and Agenda?  
PCORI will work quickly to incorporate the revisions based on public comment to the draft Priorities 
and Agenda approved by the Board on April 25.  The full revised version of the National Priorities 
for Research and Research Agenda still requires final Board review and approval, expected at the 
Board’s next public meeting in Denver on May 21. The final document will be published on 
www.pcori.org after that. 
 
How will PCORI’s approved Research Agenda be used to fund research? 
Following approval of the initial Priorities and Agenda, PCORI will develop a research funding 
announcement for each of the five priority areas. The announcements will encourage bold 
proposals for patient-centered outcomes research. PCORI will fund the proposals that are judged to 
be of the highest scientific quality, that are the most patient-centered, and that include patients 
and caregivers at all stages of the research. All PCORI funding announcements are posted on 
PCORI’s website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pcori.org/meetings-events/event/board-of-governors-meeting-5/
http://www.pcori.org/
http://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/
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Can studies of specific diseases be conducted under PCORI’s first Research Agenda? 
Yes. PCORI will consider for funding research proposals involving specific diseases or health 
conditions that are responsive to the funding announcements, consistent with the research 
criteria specified in PCORI’s authorizing legislation, and include patients and caregivers at all stages 
of the research.  PCORI’s initial Research Agenda is broad by design to ensure that no conditions 
are excluded from potential consideration. 

How will PCORI work to make the Research Agenda and funding announcements more specific? 
PCORI will work closely and continuously with all stakeholders to refine the Research Agenda and 
identify specific areas and questions where PCORI’s research can have the greatest impact. Through 
forums, advisory groups and other outreach initiatives, PCORI’s engagement team will identify with 
patients and other stakeholders specific areas where more research is needed. Targeted funding 
announcements will be issued in response to the specific areas that are identified. 

Hasn’t PCORI already solicited research proposals? How do they differ from the research to be 
funded by announcements based on the Research Agenda?  
PCORI issued a call for proposals for its first major funding opportunity, the PCORI Pilot Projects, in 
September 2011. These awards are for projects designed to address a broad range of questions 
about methods for engaging patients in various aspects of the research and dissemination process. 
The Pilot Projects’ findings will contribute to building a methodological base for PCORI’s future 
Research Agenda and program of patient-centered outcomes research. PCORI will issue calls for 
primary research proposals after the PCORI Board of Governors approves the National Priorities and 
Research Agenda. Approval of priorities and an agenda is required by law before PCORI can fund 
primary research. PCORI’s first round of primary research funding will be based on the approved 
Research Agenda and solicit proposals on the five priority areas. 

### 

http://www.pcori.org/funding-opportunities/past-funding-opportunities/pilotprojects/

