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Step 3: Balance and Review 

Below is a full list of the top eleven CER topics considered by PCORI for the accelerated targeted 
PFAs. The topics are presented in ranked order, based on the staff voting process. This list 
appears as Appendix D in the full report. 

1. Compare the effectiveness of different management strategies on symptom relief and quality of
life for women with uterine fibroids (leoimyomata)

2. Compare the  effectiveness of alternative treatments within a modality such as surgery or
radiation therapy for localized prostate cancer

3. Compare the management of asthma in African Americans to examine disparate outcomes among
this population that may be at increased risk for adverse events from long-acting beta-agonists
(LABA)

4. Compare the effectiveness of practice management of gestational diabetes, preeclampsia, and
trial of labor post cesarean section to improve maternal fetal outcomes

5. Compare the effectiveness of primary prevention methods, such as exercise and balance training
and/or bisphosphonates in preventing falls among older adults

6. Compare patient-centered approaches to sleep apnea detection and management

7. Compare culturally-tailored, community-based behavioral obesity interventions in diverse
populations

8. Compare clinical and health system interventions to improve coordination and continuity of
cancer care

9. For children less than 6 years of age with disruptive behavior disorder or ADHD, compare the
efficacy and effectiveness of specific psychosocial treatments alone compared with
pharmacological treatments alone or in combination with psychosocial treatments for patient
outcomes in primary care settings

10. Compare polypharmacy treatment regimens and mortality in schizophrenia

11. Compare effectiveness treatment strategies for neck and back pain
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