
Cooperative Agreement Funding Announcements to Support 
A National Patient-Centered Clinical Research Network 

 

 
The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) is issuing two Cooperative Agreement 
Funding Announcements to support the development of a National Patient-Centered Clinical Research 
Network. These announcements, which fall under one of PCORI’s five National Priorities for Research, 
“Accelerating Patient-Centered Outcomes Research and Methodological Research,” aim to improve the 
nation’s capacity to efficiently conduct comparative clinical effectiveness research (CER).  
 
Specifically, these two linked funding opportunities will support development of Clinical Data Research 
Networks (CDRN) and Patient-Powered Research Networks (PPRNs). Together, these networks will form 
a clinical research infrastructure that will bring together patients, researchers, and healthcare systems 
to support rapid, effective observational and interventional studies with active participation from a 
broad patient population.  
 
These announcements constitute Phase 1 of the network’s development. Subsequent phases will be 
informed by the results of Phase 1. An overview of each announcement follows. Complete 
announcements are available on the PCORI website.  
 
 

Key Dates (Phase 1) 

Action Date/Deadline 

Funding Announcement Release Date Tuesday, April 23, 2013 

Letter of Intent (LOI) Due Wednesday, June 19, 2013, 5 pm ET 

Pre-LOI Informational Webinar 
Monday, June 3, 2013, 3 pm ET (CDRNs) 
Thursday, June 6, 2013, 3 pm ET (PPRNs) 

Applicants notified of LOI approval status Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

Application Deadline Friday, September 27, 2013, 5 pm ET 

Merit Review Dates October-November 2013 

Awards Announced December 2013 
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Clinical Data Research Networks (CDRN) Cooperative Agreement Announcement 
Funding Total: Up to $56 million to support up to eight (8) new or existing networks. Individual project 
costs limited to $7 million. 

PCORI seeks to support new or existing Clinical Data Research Networks (CDRN) that will develop and 
refine capabilities for conducting comparative clinical effectiveness studies, including randomized 
clinical trials, in large, defined populations (at least 1 million people in each CDRN by the end of Phase 
1).  

Through this announcement, PCORI intends to fund up to eight networks that will work with other 
awardees during the funding period toward the goal of creating a large, national patient-centered 
clinical data research infrastructure that is scalable, reusable, and sustainable. PCORI has defined 10 
characteristics of an ideal CDRN; these are detailed in the full announcement. 

PCORI recognizes that existing research networks differ widely in how closely they come to achieving 
these features. Thus, it is expected that individual applicants may propose to focus efforts on enhancing 
different aspects of their network, but in a collaborative effort with other awardees. The figure below 
lists the minimal requirements of an applicant organization on the left, and the expected minimal 
achievement of a funded applicant at the end of Phase 1, an 18-month period.  

 

The CDRNs most likely to advance to Phase 2 funding will be those that most thoroughly achieve all 
listed features above, particularly requirements for interoperability with other networks, involvement of 
patients, clinicians, and health systems in governance and use of the resource, and willingness to fully 
participate in a national patient-centered research network.  
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  Types of Organizations Eligible for the CDRN Announcement 
1 Established or newly developed networks that involve two or more healthcare systems (eg, two delivery 

systems, a delivery system and one or more health plans, a health plan and two or more delivery systems, 
a practice-based research network and a health plan, an accountable care organization) with plans for 
integrated functioning as a Research Network. 

2 Healthcare organizations, including health plans, care delivery systems, or practice-based research 
networks, accountable care organizations, a governmental public health department or program, with 
affiliated researchers, based either within the system or at collaborating institutions. 

3 Networks that draw on existing health IT systems to capture outpatient EHR data and results information 
for laboratory, pathology, radiology, pharmacy, and demographic data for all covered participants. 

4 Networks that currently have, or are willing to develop, the capacity to define, harmonize, standardize, 
and validate data across systems within the network. 

5 Networks that have the capacity or propose to develop the capacity for longitudinal follow-up of their 
covered population; and can produce data on the proportions of covered patients in different 
demographic groups that remain in the system year over year (retention rates). 

6 Networks in which the research team can demonstrate the interest and involvement of health system 
administrative staff, clinical leadership, and patients in developing, governing, and using the research 
infrastructure to address questions of importance to the system. 

7 Partnerships with non-provider entities, including patient networks, governmental public health entities, 
commercial, community, employer, or industry partners that aim to establish a more patient-centered and 
patient-engaged clinical data research network. 

8 Networks interested and willing to create efficient policies and portals for collaboration with non-network 
researchers. 

 
 
More information about the CDRN Cooperative Agreement Announcement is available on the PCORI 
website or email pfa@pcori.org. 
 
Patient-Powered Research Networks (PPRN) Cooperative Agreement Announcement 

Funding Total: Up to $12 million to support up to 18 new or existing networks. Individual project costs 
limited to $1 million. 

PCORI seeks to support the initiation and development of up to 18 new or existing patient-powered 
research networks. These are defined as patient groups sharing a single or related group of conditions, 
united by a desire to participate in comparative clinical effectiveness research and contribute toward 
progress in treatment of their condition. During Phase 1, PCORI will support the progression of PPRNs 
toward growth, increased diversity and representativeness, collection of standardized patient-reported 
clinical data, collection of electronic clinical data from electronic health records, and preparations to 
collaborate with CDRNs and other researchers in comparative clinical effectiveness research. PCORI 
recognizes that existing research networks differ widely in how closely they come to achieving these 
features. Thus, applicants may propose to focus on enhancing different aspects of their network. The 
figure below lists the minimal requirements of an applicant organization on the left, and the expected 
minimal achievement of a funded applicant at the end of Phase 1. 
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Networks most likely to advance to Phase 2 funding will be those that best achieve the features listed 
above. Of particular importance are the requirements for interoperability with other networks; 
involvement of patients, clinicians, and health systems in governance and use of the research resource; 
and willingness to fully participate in a national patient-centered clinical research infrastructure. 
Improvements in the current health data infrastructure resulting from these completed proposals will 
benefit all stakeholders, including patients, caregivers, and clinicians facing healthcare decisions, and 
researchers and policymakers weighing the value of healthcare interventions. 

 

More information about the PPRN Cooperative Agreement Announcement is available on the PCORI 
website or email pfa@pcori.org. 
 
 
 
Posted April 23, 2013; Revised May 28, 2013 
 

 Types of Organizations Eligible for the PPRN Announcement 
1 US-based network, group, or organization of patients (either with a physical or virtual presence) of any 

size that has as a central goal the establishment and growth of an activated cadre of individuals to 
provide their own patient-reported data for PCOR. 

2 Networks or groups, similar to those described above, that have been developed in part through the 
efforts of clinicians, researchers, or delivery systems to participate in comparative effectiveness 
research, including randomized clinical trials.  

3 Networks or groups of patients that have been convened through the efforts of Internet-based or 
social-media-based vendors, such as online communities, groups convened to use personal health 
records, or specifically for purposes of participating in research.  

4 Existing patient registries in which member patients are active in governance of registry activities or 
which aim to enlist and activate patients during this Phase 1. 
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