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What is PCORI Looking For? 

PCORI wants to support rigorous research: 
 

that produces trusted information 
that will improve health care and outcomes 
that patients and their families care about. 
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What Do Patients Care About? 

Good health 
Relief from symptoms  
Good health-related quality of life 
Function (ability to do what they want to do) 
Safety from medical harm 
Survival 
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How Should PCORI Select Promising 
Research Topics to Support? 
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1. Cast a Wide Net 

Questions submitted through PCORI’s portal 
http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/suggest-a-
patient-centered-research-question-survey 
Questions posed at PCORI-sponsored 
workshops. 
Questions identified by IOM, NIH, AHRQ, and 
other organizations and associations  
Questions submitted by PCORI staff members 

http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/suggest-a-patient-centered-research-question-survey
http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/suggest-a-patient-centered-research-question-survey
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2. Initial Screening 

To remove questions: 
 About cost-effectiveness 
 About the causes of disease 
 That do not measure patient-centered outcomes 
 That do not compare approaches to improving 

patient-centered outcomes 
 That have already been answered, or are in the 

process of being answered. 
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3. Select Questions That Best Meet 
Four Criteria 

The question addresses a problem that puts a 
large burden on society, or on a subset of it. 
The question focuses on patient-centered 
outcomes (PCO). 
Answers to the question are likely to improve 
healthcare practices and PCO. 
Answers to the question could be obtained 
within a few years. 
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4. Advisory Panels Prioritize 
the Top Questions 

Advisory panels (12-21 people) include patients, 
stakeholders, and researchers. 
Panelists receive a background “topic brief” on 
each of about 12 questions to be prioritized. 
Panelists meet in-person, using discussion and 
software, to prioritize the 12 questions for the 
PCORI Board of Governors (BoG). 
Panel meetings are webcast for all to hear. 
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Criteria for Prioritizing Questions 

1. The burden that the problem puts on society 
2. The patient-centeredness of the question 
3. The need for new information about benefits 

and harms to choose between alternative 
interventions 

4. The likelihood that answers to the question 
would be implemented in practice 

5. The durability of the answers to the questions. 
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Targeted Funding Announcements 

Following the BoG’s approval, PCORI staff 
members write and release solicitations for 
applications for contracts to conduct research to 
answer the highest-priority questions. 
 
Merit review of submitted applications 
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First Two Rounds 

1. The first set of such “targeted funding 
announcements” (3-5 questions) will be 
released this May. 

2. The second set (12-15 questions) will be 
released later this summer. 
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Getting Involved 

Patients, stakeholders and researchers can participate 
in this selection process. 

Submit questions to:http://www.pcori.org/get-
involved/suggest-a-patient-centered-research-
question-survey. 
Apply to be a member of an Advisory 
Panel:http://www.pcori.org/advisory-panel-
application-center. 
Apply to be a member of a merit review panel: 
http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/reviewers.  

http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/suggest-a-patient-centered-research-question-survey
http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/suggest-a-patient-centered-research-question-survey
http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/suggest-a-patient-centered-research-question-survey
http://www.pcori.org/advisory-panel-application-center
http://www.pcori.org/advisory-panel-application-center
http://www.pcori.org/get-involved/reviewers
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