
 

 

 
 

 Luis Archila, BS 
Health Promotor 
Latino Engagement Group for Salud (LEGS) 
 
Luis Archila is a counselor for juvenile delinquents and a health promotor with the 
Latino Engagement Group for Salud (LEGS) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He 
previously worked for the University of Pittsburgh as a health promoter/counselor. The 
main focus of the position was to bring awareness, knowledge, and practical guidance 
about health, laws and regulations, and workers’ rights to Latino men who lived 
in Allegheny County. He has a bachelor’s degree in Human Resources and is currently 
attending graduate school at Geneva College for a Master of Science in Organizational 
Leadership. 
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 Roberto Boyzo 
Co-Chair 
Latino Engagement Group for Salud (LEGS) 
 
Roberto Boyzo is Co-Chair of the Latino Engagement Group for 
Salud (LEGS) and is in charge of conducting bi-monthly 
meetings. A native of Michoacán, Mexico, he has been a leader 
in the local Latino community, participating with the Pittsburgh 
Interfaith Network and the Goodwill Literacy Initiative, among 

other programs. Since 2007, he has been part of LEGS, a coalition of community 
members, service providers, and researchers working to improve the health of Latino 
men. With LEGS, he contributed to writing two grant proposals, collected survey and 
focus group data for an assessment of the health of Latino men, and presented the 
results at the Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Public Health Association in 2010. 
From 2011 to 2013, he played a crucial role in guiding the implementation of a male 
promotores network in Allegheny County.  
 

 

  Robert de Leon, BA 
Program Director 
Migrant Health Promotion 
 

Robert de Leon is Program Director at Migrant Health 
Promotion (MHP). He works closely to ensure that the 
most underserved populations have adequate access 
to health education and social services. During his time 

with MHP, he has worked on a diverse portfolio of programs that affect the Latino 
community, including diabetes prevention, intimate partner violence, and 
environmental/systems change initiatives. Throughout his academic and professional 
careers, he has been strongly committed to community development, engagement, 
and sustaining advocacy around health promotion and the role that the family unit 
plays in the evolution of our society. He also serves on the Parents as Teachers 
Community Advisory Board and Hidalgo County (Texas) Violence Taskforce.  
 
A native of the US border city of San Juan, Texas, he has a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Texas–Pan American (UTPA) and is a public administration master’s 
candidate at UTPA.   
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  John Galdo, PharmD, BCPS 
Clinical Pharmacy Educator, Barney's Pharmacy; 
Pharmacist, Barney’s LTC Pharmacy; Clinical Coordinator, 
University of Georgia–College of Pharmacy; Clinical 
Instructor, Georgia Regents University–College of Dental 
Medicine; Residency Site Coordinator, South Carolina 
College of Pharmacy     

 
John Galdo is the Clinical Pharmacy Educator for Barney’s Pharmacy, an independent 
pharmacy in Augusta, Georgia, known for innovating the field of pharmacy; a 
Pharmacist for Barney’s LTC Pharmacy; a Clinical Coordinator for the University of 
Georgia College of Pharmacy; a Clinical Instructor for Georgia Regents University 
College of Dental Medicine; and a Residency Site Coordinator for the South Carolina 
College of Pharmacy and the University of Georgia College of Pharmacy.  
 
He is board certified in pharmacotherapy and a certified insulin pump trainer. He has 
served on the Board of Directors for HealthSTAT, a non-profit organization for 
healthcare students serving the community, and is actively participating in the Georgia 
Pharmacy Association. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia College of 
Pharmacy and completed a post-graduate residency with the University of Georgia 
College of Pharmacy. 

 

  Jesus Garcia, MA 
Special Assistant 
Administration for Children and Families, US Department of 
Health and Human Services 
 
Jesus Garcia accepted a political appointment with the Obama 
Administration and is the Special Assistant with the Administration 
for Children and Families (ACF)—the second largest agency 

within the US Department of Health and Human Services. With a budget of $51 billion, 
ACF houses a broad range of human services programs that include family 
assistance, Head Start, child care, adoption and foster care, Native American 
community grants, community block grants, financial literacy programs, and refugee 
assistance. Prior to his political appointment, he worked for the Department of 
Defense, US Department of Agriculture, and the Peace Corps. 

A native of Brownsville, Texas, he received his bachelor’s degree in Mass 
Communications from Our Lady of the Lake University in 1992 and a master’s degree 
from St. Mary’s University in 1996, both in San Antonio, Texas.  
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Daniel Korin, MD, FAAP 
Member, Bronx Community Research Review Board; 
Member, National Community Partners Forum  
 
Daniel Korin is a member of the Bronx Community Research 
Board and a member of the National Community Partners 
Forum. He has worked on expanding community-based 

participatory research to address racial and ethnic disparities with the Bronx 
Community Research Review Board.   
 
His community-engaged work and research focuses on addressing health disparities 
affecting minority and disadvantaged populations. He was director of ambulatory care 
and community medicine, and medical director/associate dean, at several NYC 
municipal hospitals, where he worked to improved institutions’ responses to 
community needs. He was a consultant for Inter-American organizations on healthcare 
services for adolescents and hospitals’ responses to violence against women; March 
of Dimes; GENE project; and outreach to Hispanics. He is a former board member and 
chairperson of Community-Campus Partnerships for Health; current Fellow of the New 
York Academy of Medicine; and member of the National Hispanic Medical Association. 
He also trained and directed the Residency Program in Social Medicine, Montefiore 
Medical Center (Bronx). He received an MD from Universidad de Buenos Aires and is 
a board certified community pediatrician in Harlem/Washington Heights, New York.  
 

  Javier Macias  
Bilingual Patient Services Coordination 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Illinois Chapter  
 
Javier Macias is the Bilingual Patient Services Coordinator at 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) Illinois Chapter. 
LLS is the world’s largest voluntary health organization 
dedicated to funding blood cancer research, advocacy, and 
patient services. He is from Ecuador and started in the non-
profit sector over seven years ago, working closely with 

underserved patients and individuals seeking much needed resources. He is a 
passionate advocator for cancer patients through his current position as a Bilingual 
Outreach Coordinator. He is currently developing strong connections between LLS, 
community-based organizations, and bilingual healthcare professionals for dozens of 
institutions in Chicago to provide support to the underserved population. He is very 
determined about working with Latinos to overcome the barriers that prevent them to 
receive the best treatment and services. 
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  Kyriakos S. Markides, PhD 
Professor of Aging Studies and Director, Division of 
Sociomedical Sciences, Department of Preventive Medicine 
and Community Health, University of Texas; Editor, Journal 
of Aging and Health; Principal Investigator, Hispanic EPESE; 
Editor, Encyclopedia of Health and Aging  
 

Kyriakos S. Markides is the Annie and John Gnitzinger Distinguished Professor of 
Aging Studies and Director of the Division of Sociomedical Sciences, Department of 
Preventive Medicine and Community Health at the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston and Editor of the Journal of Aging and Health, which he founded in 1989. 
He is the author or co-author of over 325 publications, most of which are on aging and 
health issues in the Mexican American population, as well as minority aging issues in 
general. His research has been funded continuously by the National Institutes of 
Health since 1980. He is the principal investigator of the Hispanic EPESE (Established 
Population for the Epidemiological Study of the Elderly), a longitudinal study of the 
health of 3,952 older Mexican Americans from the five Southwestern states. He is 
credited with coining the term “Hispanic Epidemiological Paradox” (with J. Coreil), 
which is currently the leading theme in Hispanic health. He is also the editor of the 
Encyclopedia of Health and Aging published by SAGE Publications in 2007. The 
Institute for Scientific Information has listed him among the most highly cited social 
scientists in the world. He is the 2006 recipient of the Distinguished Mentorship Award 
of the Gerontological Society of America and the 2009 Distinguished Professor Award 
in Gerontology and Geriatrics from UCLA. He was also the inaugural recipient of the 
Pearmain Prize for outstanding service to the field of aging from the Roybal Institute on 
Aging at the University of Southern California. The prize was awarded in February 
2010. 

He received his PhD in Sociology in 1976 from Louisiana State University. 

Marcos Martinez, MA  
Executive Director 
Entre Hermanos 
 
Marcos Martinez is the Executive Director of Entre Hermanos, 
a community-based non-profit that serves the Latino 
lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender (LGBT) community of Seattle 
and King County. The mission of Entre Hermanos is to support 
the health and well-being, and develop leadership, in the 
Latino LGBT community. The organization was created to 

address the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Latino community and to provide advocacy and 
support. Currently he serves on the state of Washington’s HIV Prevention Planning 
Group, a stakeholder group that develops approaches to reducing new HIV infections 
in Washington state. He is co-chair of the University of Washington’s Center for AIDS 
Research Community Action Board. He also serves on the steering committee of the 
National Latino AIDS Action Network. Previously, he worked in community radio for 20 
years in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
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  Alejandro Morales, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Educational, School, and Counseling 
Psychology 
University of Missouri 
 
Alejandro Morales is the assistant professor in Educational, 
School, and Counseling Psychology at the University of 
Missouri, where he conducts research in the areas of 
integration of Latino immigrants in rural communities, language 

brokering (i.e., children who translate and interpret) among immigrant families, 
immigrant LGBT issues in mental health, and applied methodological issues in 
qualitative and mixed methods research with underserved communities. He was a 
psychology intern at University of California–Davis Counseling Center, where he 
provided counseling and psychotherapy to students of color, LGBT students, and first-
generation college students. He received his PhD in Counseling Psychology at the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln.  
 
Xavier Morales, PhD 
Executive Director 
Latino Coalition for Healthy California  
 
Xavier Morales is the Executive Director of the Latino Coalition for Healthy California. 
He is a longtime advocate for health equity and environmental justice; he has worked 
to enable community-led initiatives to address health equity and also to promote multi-
sector approaches to prevent violence. Taking an expansive view of what constitutes 
health, he has diligently worked to help enable opportunities for youth development, 
workforce development, college access, supporting prisoner reentry, alternatives to 
detention, early childhood development, affordable housing, and mentoring 
programming. He is originally from Sanger, California, and studied environmental 
sciences at the University of California–Berkeley and studied city and regional 
planning at Cornell University. 
 

 

  Edgar Muñoz, MS 
Senior Statistician/Epidemiologist, Institute for Health 
Promotion Research (IHPR), University of Texas Health 
Science Center at San Antonio 
 
Edgar Muñoz contributes statistical expertise for the research 
team at the Institute for Health Promotion Research (IHPR) at 
the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, 

utilizing his extensive professional experience at two World Health Organization 
Collaborating Centers in Colombia, where he helped design, conduct, analyze, and 
evaluate national public health interventions. As Senior Statistician at IHPR, he helps 
conduct research, analyses, and evaluation in the areas of timely cancer diagnosis, 
treatment, and resolution; improving minority participation in clinical trials; obesity 
prevention; tobacco prevention; and cancer epidemiology. Recently, he contributed to 
the South Texas Health Status Review, a comprehensive profile of relevant health 
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indicators for this region, where obesity, diabetes, and certain cancers were confirmed 
as critical health problems, particularly among Hispanics/Latinos. He received his BS 
and master’s degree from the University of Valle (Colombia) and is currently pursuing 
his PhD in applied statistics from University of Texas–San Antonio. 
 

  Israel Robledo 
State Director, Parkinson's Action Network; Research 
Advocate, Parkinson's Disease Foundation; Ambassador, 
Parkinson's Movement 
 
Israel Robledo was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease at 42 in 
2007. Soon thereafter, he started his involvement as an advocate 
for Parkinson’s disease awareness and education. He is Texas 

State Director for the Parkinson’s Action Network and a Research Advocate with the 
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation’s Parkinson’s Advocates in Research (PAIR) 
program. His area of interest on the national level is in helping to provide equal access 
to all people with Parkinson’s disease who are interested in participating in clinical 
trials. He has also been involved with PCORI as a research grant reviewer. The focus 
on the patient perspective in all aspects of the research process motivated him to 
become involved with PCORI. His blog, which focuses on raising awareness and 
educating about Parkinson’s disease, can be found at 
www.parkinsonsoutreach.wordpress.com. He is a Bilingual Resource Teacher in 
Special Services in Midland, Texas.  
 

 

  William Vega, PhD  
Provost Professor and Executive Director, USC Edward R. 
Roybal Institute on Aging 
 
William Vega, PhD, is Provost Professor and Executive Director 
at the University of Southern California Edward R. Roybal 
Institute on Aging, with appointments in social work, preventive 
medicine, psychiatry, family medicine, psychology, and 
gerontology. An elected member of the Institute of Medicine, he 

has conducted community and clinical research projects on health, mental health, and 
substance abuse in diverse regions of the United States and Latin America. His 
specialty is multicultural epidemiologic and services research with adolescents and 
adults, supported by multiple public and private agencies and foundations. He has 
published more than 190 articles and chapters and several books. The 2006 ISI Web 
of Science listed him in the upper half of 1 percent of the most highly cited researchers 
worldwide in social science literature over the past 20 years. 
 
Prior to joining the Roybal Institute, he directed the Luskin Center on Innovation at 
UCLA. In 2002, he received the Society for Prevention Research's Community, 
Culture, and Prevention Science Award; in 2004, he received the National Hispanic 
Science Network on Drug Abuse's National Award of Excellence in Research by a 
Senior Scientist. He has served on numerous boards and task forces, including health 
disparities workgroups of the National Institutes of Health, the US Attorney General's 
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Task Force on Methamphetamine, the Institute of Medicine Board on Population 
Health, the Committee on Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Treatment Effectiveness, 
and he chaired the Institute of Medicine Health Equity and Disparities Roundtable. He 
is also a former council member of the National Institutes of Health Fogarty 
International Center, served on multiple research review panels of the NIH, was a 
member of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Scholars in Health Policy Research 
Advisory Committee, and chaired the New Connections program for the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation in 2009. 
 

 
 

 Daniel Vélez Ortiz, PhD, MA 
Assistant Professor, School of Social Work and the Julian 
Samora Research Institute at Michigan State University 
 
Daniel Vélez Ortiz, PhD, MA, holds a joint appointment as Assistant 
Professor in the School of Social Work and the Julian Samora Research 
Institute at Michigan State University. His current scholarly efforts are 
focused primarily in culturally appropriate mental health service delivery 

with older Latino and other ethnic minority populations, particularly as related to service 
delivery systems and health technology applications. He is a fellow of the Council of 
Social Work Education MFP research fellowship funded by the National Institutes of 
Mental Health, as well as a fellow of the Institute on Aging and Social Work, sponsored 
by the Hartford Foundation and the National Institutes of Aging. He holds an associate 
degree and a baccalaureate degree in organizational leadership and psychology, 
respectively, from Purdue University and received his MA and PhD degrees in social 
work from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 

 

  Richard Zaldivar 
Founder and Executive Director 
The Wall–Las Memorias Project 
 
Richard Zaldivar is the founder and Executive Director of The 
Wall–Las Memorias Project (www.thewalllasmemorias.org), a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting wellness and preventing 
illness among Latino populations affected by HIV/AIDS in Los 

Angeles. During the last 20 years, he has been an advocate for education and 
prevention of HIV/AIDS by using the AIDS Monument as inspiration and a catalyst for 
social change. He has created innovative programs outreaching to the Latino faith 
community and Latino gay/bisexual men. He served on the Capacity Building Division 
Advisory Board of the US Office of Minority Health Resource Center; was co-chair of 
the National AIDS Prevention Summit; and is the former co-chair of the Los Angeles 
County HIV Prevention Planning Committee, where he served six years as a member. 
He has recently been selected to serve on the Los Angeles County Commission on 
HIV. He attended California State University, Los Angeles.  
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  PCORI STAFF 
 

 

  Anne C. Beal, MD, MPH  
Deputy Executive Director and Chief Officer for 
Engagement  
PCORI 
 
Anne C. Beal is Deputy Executive Director and Chief Officer 
for Engagement  at PCORI. A pediatrician and public health 

specialist, she has devoted her career to providing access to high-quality health care 
through the delivery of healthcare services, teaching, research, public health, and 
philanthropy. As PCORI’s first Chief Officer for Engagement, she will work to ensure 
the voices of patients and other stakeholders are reflected in PCORI’s growing 
research portfolio. In her previous role as Chief Operating Officer, she was responsible 
for ensuring PCORI develops the structure needed to carry out its mission as the 
nation’s largest research institute focused on patient-centered outcomes research. She 
joined PCORI from the Aetna Foundation. As President, she led the Foundation’s work 
on improving health care in the United States, particularly for vulnerable patient 
groups. She is also the author of The Black Parenting Book: Caring for Our Children in 
the First Five Years. She has been a pediatric commentator and medical 
correspondent for Essence magazine, The American Baby Show, ABC News, and 
NBC News. She holds a BA from Brown University, an MD from Cornell University 
Medical College, and an MPH from Columbia University. She completed her 
internship, residency, and National Research Service Award fellowship at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx. 
 

 

  Susan Sheridan, MBA, MIM 
Director, Patient Engagement 
PCORI 
 
Susan Sheridan is the Director of Patient Engagement at 
PCORI. She is responsible for creating networks and engaging 
patients across the nation to provide broad-based input on the 
development and execution of PCORI’s research. She became 

involved in patient safety after her family experienced two serious medical system 
failures. Her husband, Pat, died in 2002 after his diagnosis of spinal cancer failed to be 
communicated. Their son, Cal, suffered brain damage called kernicterus five days after 
his birth in 1995 when his neonatal jaundice was untreated. She is co-founder and a 
past president of Parents of Infants and Children with Kernicterus, which works in 
partnership with private and public health agencies to eradicate kernicterus. In 2003, 
she co-founded Consumers Advancing Patient Safety (CAPS), a non-profit 
organization that seeks a safe, compassionate, and just healthcare system through 
proactive partnership between consumers and providers of care. She served as 
President of CAPS from 2003 to 2010. From 2004 to 2011, she led the World Health 
Organization’s Patients for Patient Safety initiative, which embraces the collective 
wisdom of the patient, patient empowerment, and patient-centered care. She received 
her BA from Albion College and a Master of International Management and MBA from 
the Thunderbird School of Global Management. 
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  Suzanne Schrandt, JD  
Deputy Director, Patient Engagement  
PCORI  
 

Suzanne Schrandt is the Deputy Director of Patient 
Engagement at PCORI. She is responsible for supporting the 
Director of Patient Engagement in creating networks and 

engaging patients across the nation to provide broad-based input on the development 
and execution of PCORI’s research. She has been involved in patient education and 
advocacy since being diagnosed with a form of rheumatoid arthritis as a teenager. For 
more than 15 years, she has advocated on behalf of children and adults with arthritis 
and has been engaged in numerous patient and provider education initiatives aimed at 
increasing early diagnosis and appropriate, patient-centered management of chronic 
disease. She most recently served as the Health Reform Strategy Team Leader for the 
Kansas Health Institute, where she educated Kansas policy makers, providers, and 
consumers on the implications of the Affordable Care Act. While there, She also led 
the Kansas Legislative Health Academy, an intensive educational experience for select 
Kansas legislators. She also previously served as the Coordinator of Public Health and 
Public Policy for the Arthritis Foundation in Kansas City and as a Research Associate 
for a Human Genome Research Institute Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues project. She 
is a member of the Kansas Bar and the American Health Lawyers Association. 
 

 

  Adaeze Akamigbo, PhD, MPP,  
Senior Program Officer, Addressing Disparities 
PCORI 
 

Adaeze Akamigbo is a Senior Program Officer for the 
Addressing Disparities research priority area at the Patient-
Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI). Prior to joining 

PCORI, Dr. Akamigbo was a Senior Health Policy Analyst with the Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commission (MedPAC), where she led research and analyses on the quality 
of and access to care for rural beneficiaries, as well as the Commission’s work to 
improve the payment system for therapy services for beneficiaries under Medicare Part 
B. Prior to MedPAC, Dr. Akamigbo was a Senior Researcher at the Health Research 
and Educational Trust of the American Hospital Association. There, she led the 
research initiatives to address access to care for rural veterans and hospital 
leadership’s engagement as a tool to address health care disparities in hospital 
settings. Earlier in her career, Dr. Akamigbo also served as an analyst at the 
Congressional Budget Office, where she focused on historical forecasts and net 
interests on the public debt for the federal budget. 
 

Dr. Akamigbo completed her PhD at the University of Iowa College of Public Health 
with a four-year NRSA fellowship to study the impact of changing socioeconomic 
factors for older African Americans on their use of long-term care services. She 
completed postdoctoral training at the University of Chicago’s Department of Medicine, 
where she focused on primary data collection and the outcomes of care for a 
predominantly African American patient population. She also holds a Master of Public 
Policy from the American University in Washington, D.C., and a BA from the University 
of Iowa. 
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  Aingyea Kellom, MPA 
Program Associate, Patient Engagement 
PCORI 
 

Aingyea Kellom is a Project Associate for the Patient 
Engagement team at PCORI. In this role, she is responsible for 

providing leadership and management of multifaceted projects dedicated to PCORI’s 
objectives related to patient engagement. Her previous experience includes managing 
citywide volunteerism efforts, bookkeeping, and human resource management for non-
profit and community development initiatives. She was one of seven chosen in the 
highly competitive Project L/Earn Program with the Institute for Health, Health Care 
Policy, and Aging Research. Her research project focused on whether dual treatment 
for co-occurring disorders can reduce nonviolent offenses in urban areas. She also 
earned a certificate in non-profit management at the College of New Jersey. 

Prior to joining PCORI, she earned an MPA from the City University of New York as a 
National Urban Fellow and a member of the Pi Alpha Alpha Honor Society. She also 
holds a BA in urban studies with minors in economics and Africana studies from 
Rutgers University–New Brunswick.  
 
Andrea Hernandez, BS 
Senior Administrative Assistant, Engagement  
PCORI  
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