
BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
PATIENT-CENTERED OUTCOMES RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

MARCH 7, 2011 
1:00 P.M. 

 
PUBLIC MEETING 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Eugene Washington (Chair), Steve Lipstein (Vice Chair), Debra 
Barksdale, Kerry Barnett, Lawrence Becker, Carolyn Clancy, Allen Douma, Christine 
Goertz, Leah Hole-Curry, Gail Hunt, Robert Jesse, Harlan Krumholz, Richard Kuntz, 
Freda Lewis-Hall, Grayson Norquist, Ellen Sigal, Harlan Weisman, Robert Zwolak, 
Methodology Committee Members: Sherine Gabriel (Chair), Naomi Aronson, Alfred 
Berg, David Flum, Steven Goodman, Mark Helfand, John Ioannidis, Michael Lauer, 
Brian Mittman, Robin Newhouse, Sebastian Schneeweiss, Mary Tinetti, Clyde Yancy. 
 
GUESTS: , Pat Nichols (TMC), Laura Skoff (TMC), Shar’on Barclay (TMC), Gail 
Shearer (TMC), Joe Clayton (GolinHarris), Richard Schmitz (GolinHarris) 
  
ABSENT: Francis Collins, Arnold Epstein, Sharon Levine.  
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Dr. Washington called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. and welcomed in-person 
public attendees and reminded all that the meeting was being webcast live.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (1/19-20/2010) 

Action:  There was a motion and second to approve the Minutes; approved.  
 

3. PCORI PLAN & BUDGET  
Dr. Washington started the meeting by reviewing and approving the budget and 
workplans. 
 
The Public Affairs and Communications Committee, the Program Development 
Committee and the Finance and Administration Committee sections included 
detailed work plans.  The newly appointed Methodology Committee section 
described the committee’s purpose with the workplan to follow. 

 
4. PCORI PROJECT FUNDING & FRAMEWORK 

Plan and budget are being reviewed and should be finalized by the 
September/November time frame. 
 

5. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
Dr. Kuntz reported that the purpose statement provided advice and assistance to 
the board regarding development of options for unique PCORI investments that 
will contribute to and accelerate progress in patient-centered outcomes research, 



the creation of the charter for the Methodology Committee, and the identification 
of processes for PCORI work, interactions between the Methodology Committee 
and board and staff, peer review, and ongoing interactions with stakeholders. 
  
Dr. Washington called for a fifteen minute break at 3:16pm and reconvened the 
meeting at 3:30 p.m.  
 
Action:  There was a motion and second to approve the Program Development 
Committee’s objectives one and two; approved.  
 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. John Carlton of Midwest Health Initiative 
B. Andrew Sperling of National Alliance on Mental Illness and Partnership to 

Improve Patient Care 
C. Bob Wiele who is an emergency department physician at a St. Louis area 

hospital 
D. Steve Smith who is an anesthesiologist in private practice in St. Louis 
E. Kathy Wyrwich of United BioSource 
F. Casey Croy of FQHC/Family Care Health Centers 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 4:24 p.m. 
 



BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 
PATIENT-CENTERED OUTCOMES RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

MARCH 8, 2011 
8:30 A.M. 

 
PUBLIC MEETING 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Eugene Washington (Chair), Steve Lipstein (Vice Chair), Debra 
Barksdale, Kerry Barnett, Lawrence Becker, Carolyn Clancy, Allen Douma, Christine 
Goertz, Leah Hole-Curry, Gail Hunt, Robert Jesse, Richard Kuntz, Freda Lewis-Hall, 
Grayson Norquist, Ellen Sigal, Harlan Weisman, Robert Zwolak, Methodology 
Committee Members: Sherine Gabriel (Chair), , Alfred Berg, David Flum, Steven 
Goodman, Mark Helfand, John Ioannidis, Michael Lauer, Brian Mittman, Robin 
Newhouse, Sebastian Schneeweiss, Mary Tinetti..  
 
GUESTS: Pat Nichols (TMC), Laura Skoff (TMC), Shar’on Barclay (TMC), Gail 
Shearer (TMC), Joe Clayton (GolinHarris), Richard Schmitz (GolinHarris).  
 
ABSENT: Francis Collins, Arnold Epstein, Harlan Krumholz, Sharon Levine. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Dr. Washington called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. and welcomed in-person 
public attendees and reminded all that the meeting was being webcast live.  

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A.  Belinda Ireland, MD of Washington University School of Medicine 
B.  Kathy Wyrwich of United BioSource (UBC) 
 

3. PUBLIC AFFAIRS & COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Dr. Norquist reported that the Committee is responsible for making 
recommendations to the board on approaches for engaging stakeholders, the 
development and implementation of communication and public affairs strategies 
and tactics, and collaborating with the Program Development Committee.  The 
goal is to develop a multi-channel system of two-way communication between 
PCORI and stakeholders to aid in setting national priorities for research.  
 
Action:  There was a motion and second to approve PACC’s plan for budgeting 
and implementing; approved. 

 
4. METHODOLOGY COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Methodology Committee had a closed session meeting on March 7th.  Dr.  
Gabriel reported on the Methodology Committee’s activities.    She stated that the 
Methodology Committee wants to work closely with all committees, particularly 
the Program Development Committee.  The Committee has endorsed a purpose 
statement that recommendations will be made to the board regarding methods for 



patient-centered outcomes research. This includes guidance about the appropriate 
use of methods in such research, including methodological standards, as well as 
establishing priorities to address gaps in research methods or application. 
  
Dr. Washington called for a 15 minute break at 10:18am and reconvened the 
meeting at 10:30am  
 

5. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Mr. Barnett reported that the Committee would focus on the following: 
• staffing –necessary policies in place to hire staff 
• physical plant – making sure we have all the things we need to house these 

employees 
• policies – such as conflict of interest, compensation, etc.  
• bylaws 
• financial reporting – making sure we have a package in place to report to the 

board 
• hiring an audit firm 
• working with the new CFO and the Department of Treasury to ensure our 

funding transfer policies are in place 
• budgeting – we want to have a timely and thoughtful process for budgeting 
 
The Committee would like to begin the 2012 budget in late summer so that there 
is a proposal ready for the board in November 2011.  Given that PCORI is a start-
up organization, budget numbers are based on a combination of research and 
estimates.  The Executive Director will have the latitude to move resources 
around within the budget and to return to the board for significant adjustments in 
the budget.  The Committee will work with the interim staff to review the budget 
document again and bring it back to the board for final approval.  
 
Action:  There was a motion and second to approve the Committee’s work plan; 
approved.  
 
Mr. Barnett presented the Delegation of Authority policy document.  The 
document was created to make it clear who in PCORI has the authority to make 
key decisions related to expenditures. The primary goal is to set a balance 
between controls and accountability and permit effective operations.  The 
suggestion is to revisit the Delegation of Authority in 6-8 months after some long-
term staff is in place. 
 
Action:  There was a motion and second to approve the policy as amended; 
approved.  
 
Dr. Washington stated that all the Committee work plans had been approved.   

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 11:40a.m. 


