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 Lori Frank, PhD 
Program Director, Research Integration and Evaluation 
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute 
 
Dr. Lori Frank is Program Director of the Research Integration and 
Evaluation program at the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 
Institute (PCORI). Her current research focus is on bringing the patient 

perspective to comparative effectiveness research to enhance the meaningfulness of 
outcomes and to improve decision making by health care consumers and providers. 
  
Prior to joining PCORI, Dr. Frank worked as a Director in Health Outcomes and 
Pharmacoeconomics at MedImmune, LLC, with a focus on oncology, and prior to that she 
spent 13 years with MEDTAP International/ United BioSource Corporation, where she was 
Senior Research Leader and Executive Director of the Center for Health Outcomes 
Research. 
  
Her research on patient-based health outcomes assessment centers on psychiatric 
disorders. She initiated and served as Principal Investigator of the Cognition Initiative, a 
multi-sponsor patient-reported outcome (PRO) development consortium and has 
continued in an advisory role for that work, now part of the Critical Path Institute PRO 
Consortium. Dr. Frank has collaborated with the Georgetown University Department of 
Psychiatry through an adjunct appointment, where she served as Associate Director and 
led the Mental Health Outcomes Team for the Center for Trauma and the Community, a 
consortium of researchers focusing on health care for underserved populations. Her other 
work addresses psychological, ethical, and legal aspects of memory screening and 
medical treatment decision making by older adult patients. Dr. Frank serves on the 
Memory Screening Advisory Board of the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, bringing the 
patient perspective to this work to maximize patient autonomy and optimize patient and 
caregiver care decision making. 
  

Laura Lee Johnson, PhD 
Biostatistician, Science Officer for the PROMIS® Statistical Center 
National Center for Complementary and  Alternative Medicine 
(NCCAM) 
National Institutes of Health 
 

Dr. Laura Lee Johnson joined NCCAM as a statistician in 2004.  She assists in the 
oversight of NCCAM’s clinical studies portfolio by providing guidance on design, 
implementation, and analysis of research studies.  Her statistical research interests 
include analysis techniques for longitudinal quality of life data in end-of-life patient 
populations, study designs and analysis methods for dosing studies, and studies with 
multiple interventions and outcomes. 
  
Dr. Johnson is co-director of the NIH Principles and Practice of Clinical Research course 
and an NIH coordinator for the Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSAs) 
Biostatistics/Epidemiology/Research Design committee.  She serves on the NIH-FDA 
Interagency Clinical Outcome Assessments Working Group and is a NIH Common Fund 
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program science officer for PROMIS®, the Patient Reported Outcomes Measurement 
Information System. 
  
Dr. Johnson received her B.A. in mathematics from the University of Virginia and earned 
her M.S. and Ph.D. in biostatistics from the University of Washington.  She completed a 
traineeship in Health Services Research and Development at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and was a research fellow at the Center for Cancer Research at the National 
Cancer Institute. 
 

  James P. Witter, MD, PhD, FACR 
Chief Science Officer for PROMIS® 
Medical Officer/Rheumatic Diseases Clinical Program 
National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 
Disease (NIAMS)  
National Institutes of Health 
James P. Witter is the Program Director of the Rheumatic Diseases 

Clinical Program at the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 
Diseases (NIAMS) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the Chief Science Officer 
of the Patient-Reported Outcomes Measurement Information System (PROMIS®), an 
initiative of the NIH Roadmap for Medical Research.  
 
He received his Ph.D. in Medical Microbiology/Immunology with a minor in Bacteriology 
from the University of Wisconsin Medical School, and his medical degree from the Medical 
College of Wisconsin. He is a Harvard-trained, board-certified rheumatologist who is a 
member of several ACR committees.  
 
Before joining NIH, Dr. Witter was a Medical Officer at the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), and a Staff Physician in Rheumatology at the National Naval Medical Center. Dr. 
Witter has received multiple awards and honors in his career, including the NIH Director's 
Award, and is a frequent presenter at professional rheumatology meetings. At NIAMS, Dr. 
Witter manages a research portfolio that supports patient-relevant clinical research and 
the design, development and execution of clinical trials and registries in rheumatic 
diseases in adults and children, such as rheumatoid arthritis, lupus, scleroderma, 
ankylosing spondylitis, psoriatic arthritis, gout, inflammatory myopathies, and 
vasculitis.          
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