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Webinar Agenda
About PCORI
Prioritization at PCORI
How can we use Value of Information?
PCORI RFI on VOI
Next steps
Discussion, questions
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PCORI’s Mission and Vision
Mission
The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute
(PCORI) helps people make informed healthcare
decisions, and improves healthcare delivery and
outcomes, by producing and promoting high-integrity,
evidence-based information that comes from research
guided by patients, caregivers, and the broader
healthcare community.
Vision
Patients and the public have information they can use to
make decisions that reflect their desired health outcomes.
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PCORI’s National Priorities for Research

Assessment of Prevention, Diagnosis,
and Treatment Options
Improving Healthcare Systems

Communication and Dissemination
Research
Addressing Disparities
Accelerating Patient-Centered Outcomes
Research and Methodological Research:
Methods and Infrastructure
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Prioritization at PCORI: Two Paths

National Priority PFAs

Topic Generation and
Prioritization

• General funding
announcements in line
with National Priorities for
Research
• Multiple cycles per year
• Investigator driven

• Topics solicited directly
from patients and
stakeholders
• Reviewed for research
gaps
• Presented to Advisory
Panels for prioritization
• Developed into Targeted
Funding Announcements
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PCORI Prioritization Criteria

PatientCenteredness

Differences in Benefits
and Harms & Reduction
in Uncertainty

Impact on Population
and Individual Health

Implementation in
Practice
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Durability of
Information

Value of Information: A Way Forward
Value of Information (VOI) methods seek to
quantify the expected gains from additional
information
 Such analyses can be used to inform priorities
for research

The PCORI Methodology Report specifically
cites VOI as a viable method for prioritization
PCORI has utilized “conceptual VOI” in its
prioritization, but no formal quantitative
analysis
 Prioritization criteria developed using this
framework

In Spring 2012, PCORI commissioned two
white papers on VOI to identify its potential
use
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The Use of Value of Information
Analysis for Research
Prioritization:
Request for Information
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Request for Information
Purpose
 To gather input from stakeholders about opportunities
and priorities for future research related to Value of
Information analysis
• Our emphasis is on research that will inform the appropriate
incorporation of VOI analysis into PCORI-related activities

 No direct link to funding
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Possible Activities
Could include (but are not limited to):
 Research comparing and examining the appropriateness of
parametric, nonparametric, and expedited (for example,
minimal modeling) approaches to VOI for informing different
types of research funding and prioritization decisions,
including sensitivity analyses and their impact on prioritization
and funding decisions
 Research examining the time, expertise, and resource
requirements of conducting VOI, again comparing parametric,
nonparametric, and expedited approaches
 Pilot work that applies VOI analysis to currently funded
PCORI projects or to current PCORI funding announcements
 Development of guidelines for reporting modeling
assumptions and results to allow easy comparison of the
potential value of different areas of research
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Possible Activities cont’d
Could include (but are not limited to):
 Opportunities to develop novel computer programs to
overcome the computational challenges in estimating VOI
 Opportunities to develop minimal modeling techniques for
chronic health conditions
 Analysis of the experience of other research sponsors with the
use of VOI analysis, including organizations such as the
National Health, Lung and Blood Institute, the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality, and the National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence
 Research into mechanisms for improving the patientcenteredness of VOI analysis either by involving patients in
the development of VOI models or by expanding or altering
model inputs
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How the Information Will Be Used

To decide whether to pursue a funding
announcement in this area
 PCORI has not made a commitment to procure any of
the services discussed

To help determine the appropriate scope and
content of the funding announcement (if one is
pursued)
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Discussion
Open, facilitated discussion
Questions to consider include:
 (1) Are there evidence gaps that are not listed in the RFI that
you consider to be important to the field of Value of
Information analysis?
 (2) Are there evidence gaps listed that you feel are
unimportant and should therefore be removed or not
considered a priority area?
 (3) Which evidence gaps are most important to address?
 (4) For gaps identified as a priority, please discuss the scale,
timeframe, and/or cost to conduct research to address those
gaps.
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Thank you!
Thank you for your participation in this call.
For any further questions related to PCORI or
submission of the RFI, please contact:
RFP@pcori.org
The RFI can be found at: www.pcori.org
 Get Involved -> Opportunities for Public Input
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